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qAT Speech reaff irmsd emphasis in Soviet Govenrsent statement that issue in 

ARA 
EUR 
10 Soviet effort to avoid posing issue as one of direct Soviet- OS confrontation 


current crisis vas in first instance betueen US and Cuba, and maintained evident 


Ato of this a p pro ach are (l) to garner syapatby for US reversal of quarantine, 

(2) to downgrade threat to US, (3) to dazapen vsr scare €2ong Soviet people. 

i — - — * ^ 

Clearly fiction of purely US-Cuban crisis will be hard to maintain once 
there is UB-Soviet incident at esa. On balance, ve think it probable Soviets 
^ill risk such incident in expectation that resultant rise in tension vill 
^isuists pressures on US to end quarantine and give rise to various kinds of 
c^npromisa proposals. This win also gain tiass for Soviets to determine 
(X) whether IB has E&de plausible case on crissile issue, (2) yhsther Soviet 
iL*as that any termini st vsapon is defensive can be sustained ? (3) vhether 
bargain is available vhsreby aissiiss can be ^Ith&rsam gracefully or {k) vhether 
xi> risk escalation to counter US quarantine.^ .Jq 
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